CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
matter are unintelligible, erroneous and absurd. At last, in imitation of chemistry, the spirit of analysis has prevailed in all the branches of natural philosophy, and consequently the friends of the healing art, who wished independently and usefully to pursue the career of their labour, have renounced all logical systems, and composed their institutes of medicine of such facts and aphorisms of the ancient and modern, that experience had rendered incontrovertible with all the results that physical laws and analytic animal chemistry, could consistently offer to their medical investigation.
But here, Gentlemen, let nie bear evidence against the unrestrained spirit of novelty and the unphilosophical theories which of late have been mistaken for physiological and Chemico-medical improvements. For whatever is handed to us of the results of animal chemistry useful to Medicine, is sufficient to recommend the connection of both sciences, without any gratuitous, singular and perhaps false applications. I do not pretend to controvert here the supposed discoveries of Girtanner, of Beddoes, Davis and others, who with so rapid strides through the scabrous path of science, have promised to themselves and the public, to open a new Era, and to dispel from among mankind all the diseases they were necessarily subject to. There are, Gentlemen, enthusiasts and fanatics among Philosophers, as well as among devotees and sectaries. Human understanding and science may likewise be degraded by assumed notions and fanciful theories, as much as they can be by the effect of ignorance. Indeed those Philosophers of Germany who pretended once to explain the case of a child born with a golden tooth, without having previously ascertained the evidence of the fact, were no less ridiculous than new theorists deserve to be thought, when they pretend to explain animal irritability by Oxygenation, and to cure diseases, with certain gases, without having in the least established how much and in what respect the at-
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